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SUBJECT ¢ Reflections on the Confrontation Gur Cuba.” — pein ~ 
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| The Soviets have doubtless had αὶ mrmber ef motives in estebliabing 
Riseailie bases in Cubs. They have probably been tampted by the first 
opportunity to establish a counterpart to American bases encircling the 
Soviet Union. There can be little doubt thet thay heve recognized that 
such en action is provecative to Washington, though they may have undar- 
eatinated the compulsion τὸ react vigorously. 


The Scrist leaders probably caloulate that the new peried of 
tension (which, incidentally, they had scught in advance to modarate 
by their relatively quiescent atand of late on Berlin, Leos, and ths 
like) can be exploited to their advantage. While *hore are scvoral 
ways in which the United States eculd have reected, and may still 
react, each would offer certain epportunities for Soviet ΟΣ ΣΟΥ. 


From a peried of exmberant confidence following the first Soviet 
guatnik sod first ICEM test in late 1957, the Soviets have thrice rarched 
up the hil] on Berlin and dom again. From ἃ pericd of publicly antictreted 
and acknowledged Scriet supericrity in over-ell military pover in 1960, ‘he 
pilitary balance ban by late 1961 ani since awung sore and rere against 
them, and above all this 14 publicly accepted. It my eppear in Mosecu 
that miseile teses in Cuba represent both tha first, and rrotebly the 
last, oppertunity to place a lever under the 5 positions of strength 
on the Buragian periphery. 


At the oxtroms, the United States might militarily nsutralise Cuba, 
at a cost to the Azerican posture of peace, but 6160 et the price of 
Impaicing the image of the TEER as a global power, Sines the United 
States has chosen to act in the first instance recolntaly, tut not 
drastically, beth sides wilt have the opportunity of assessing world 
reactions tc the limited masures 
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situation in Leos; and βου, the missile bases in Cobe. fgotically*. 


. 


“defensive” long-range missiles in Cuba ere ποῖ essentially different 


from defenstre long-range missiles 15 Turkey} the ability to trade 
at? thedy Cuben bases for seme imeads into the US cverseas base 
syste; and the “opportunity® to make the United States fire the 
first shot if they wish to preeipitate an incident in the blockade. 


strictly resiproeal measuress ani the inability to interpose their 
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ova power betvecn that of the United States ami Cube at any acceptable 


risk. 
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